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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, it is unclear how "a kind" recited in lines 3, 12 and 15 is related to "a 
kind" recited in line 2? If there is the same "kind", please change "a kind" recited in lines 3, 12 
and 15 to - - said kind - -. 

Regarding claim 1, it is unclear how "a kind of operation" recited in lines 13, 16, 19 and 
23 related to "a kind of operation" recited in line 7? If there are the same "kind of operation" 
please change "a kind of operation" recited in lines 13, 16, 19 and 23 to - - said kind of operation 
- - respectively. 

Regarding claim 2-4, it is noted that claims 2-4 corresponding to claim 1 and contain 
similar problem as discussed above, please correct the similar problem in claims 2-4 as 
suggested by Examiner as above. 

Due to the (112) rejection as discussed above, claims 1-4 are given broadest reasonable 
interpretation for the purpose of rejections. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Itabashi et al. 
(U.S. 4,731,654) in view of Yamamoto Katsuhisa (Translation of JP 05-197470). 

Regarding claim 1, Itabashi '654 receiving device receiving a signal transmitted from an 
external transmission device (i.e., noted the external device such as elements 24/26 as shown in 
Figs. 1-4; see col. 3, lines 40+) to execute an operation of a kind corresponding to the kind of the 
received signal (i.e., noted the kind of received signals provided by the external device 24/26 for 
adjusting contrast, brightness, hue, and color of the receiver device as discussed in col. 3, lines 
50+), comprising: 

a receiving unit receiving a signal (i.e., noted the television receiver as shown in Fig. 1) 
transmitted from said external transmission device (24/26); 

a converting unit converting the signal received by said receiving unit into a kind of 
operation which said receiving device must execute (i.e., noted the receiver's computer 19/20 
can convert the signals received from the external device 24/26 for adjusting contrast, brightness, 
hue, and color of the receiver device; see col. 3, lines 50+, Fig. 3 and col. 6, lines 25+) ; 

a first storage unit storing kinds of said received signals and kinds of operations to be 
executed in accordance with the kinds of said received signals by said receiving unit in 
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association with each other (i.e., noted the memory 21/23 for storing the kinds of operation to be 
executed based on the received signals from the external device 24/26; see col. 3, lines 55+, col. 
4, lines 5+ and col. 5, lines 50+); a storage changing unit changing (i.e., noted that computer 
19/20 can change the contents of the storage unit 21/23; see col. 3, lines 40+, col. 4, lines 20+ 
and col. 5, lines 45+), based on a request from said transmission device (24/26), a 
correspondence in said first storage unit between a kind of said received signal and a kind of 
operation to be executed in accordance with the kind of said received signal (i.e., noted the 
correspondence in the storage unit 21/23 between the received signal form the external device 
24/26 and the operation to be executed in the receiver as discussed in col. 5, lines 1+ and col. 6, 
lines 25); 

a second storage unit (Fig. 2, noted the memory 20/31) storing a kind of signal, among 
the kinds of said received signals, of which correspondence with a kind of operation should not 
be changed (i.e., noted that the preset value stored in the memory 20/31 cannot be change; see 
col. 6, lines 15-25), wherein said converting unit converts (i.e., noted the computer 19/20 as 
shown in Fig. 1; see col. 3, lines 45+ and col. 4, lines 64+) the signal received by said receiving 
unit into a kind of operation based on said correspondence in said first storage unit (21/23). 

Furthermore, it is noted that Itabashi '654 does not explicitly show that "if said request 
from said external transmission device is intended to change the kind of signal stored in said 
second storage unit, of which correspondence with the kind of operation should not be changed, 
said storage changing unit announces, before changing the correspondence in said first storage 
unit, that the correspondence should not be changed". 
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However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Yamamoto '470. In particular, Yamamoto '470 teaches wherein if said request 
from said external transmission device (Fig. 1; element 4) is intended to change the kind of 
signal stored in said second storage unit (i.e., noted the multiple storage units as shown in Fig. 3; 
see paragraphs 001 1+), of which correspondence with the kind of operation should not be 
changed, said storage changing unit announces, before changing the correspondence in said first 
storage unit, that the correspondence should not be changed as required by present claimed 
invention (i.e., noted the announcement is provided to show the user that changes cannot be 
performed; see paragraphs 0006, 0017 and 0021). 

In view of the above, having the system of Itabashi '654 and then given the well- 
established teaching of Yamamoto '470, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made modify the system of Itabashi '654 as taught by 
Yamamoto '470, since Yamamoto '470 stated in paragraphs 0024 that such a modification would 
allow the user to storing new data without updating original data at the time of updating so that 
useless actuation can be prevented easily. 

Regarding claims 2-4, it is noted that claims 2-4 are corresponding to claim 1 as 
discussed above, thus, claim 1 is rejected for the same reason as discussed above for claim 1 (see 
above). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Following references are related to present claimed invention: 

5,757,414 US005434626A US005157496A US006757030B2 

US20050190295A1 US005434626A US005774187A US006037969A 
US 200201 13896A1 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung S. Moe whose telephone number is 571-272-73 14. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F. Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




A. Moe 

March 20, 2006 



